YHOA Championships / SYO Regional Event, Big Moor and the Edges 13th Jan 2013

Controller’s Comments
At last we managed to put the event on after last year’s snow. We were so lucky with the weather, which should have added to everyone’s enjoyment of the day.

Firstly, congratulations to Mark on producing a set of challenging courses. Many of you found the courses physical because of the moorland tussocks and heather, the marshy areas, the felled trees in the woods below the Edges, or all three. However, they did require you to demonstrate a number of techniques, not least route choice and decision-making on long legs, which are too often missing from long courses.
My particular thanks to Peter who acted as Assistant Controller but in many ways was my Co-Controller. I valued his advice, support and dealing with the controls out on the moor! Thanks also to Bill Hanley for planning the White and Yellow courses around Cliff College, which provided an interesting urban-style challenge for the youngsters whilst keeping them off the exposed moorland, and to Viv for checking the controls on the morning as well as accompanying me and Bramble on treks to check controls sites in all weather.

Thanks to Brian, who got his usual band of helpers well organised to ensure the event went well.

Thanks should also go to Ian Cooper who prior to the original date dealt with requests to update/amend the map with equanimity.

I haven’t had the opportunity to look closely at the results yet but hope that not too many of you felt you were out too long.

Ranald Macdonald (DVO)

Planner’s Comments

Well SYO finally did it although I was worried when the BBC mentioned snow earlier in the week. Having put out all the controls last year in deep snow, I didn’t want a further cancellation.

My first visit as Planner back in October 2010 wasn’t good and I hated the area. However, many runs since I have grown to have fallen in love with the beauty of the area. I even managed a run round the black course without seeing a person but could hear the clinking of the rock climbers. Today, we were extremely lucky with the weather which helped the many favourable comments. The few unfavourable comments came from the older runners and I am not surprised as Big Moor is unforgiving especially with no snow this season to flatten the worst of the heather and the cutty grass plus the thinning/felling below the slope.

Those people who turned over their map enjoyed the larger scale map below the edges. I insisted on this having struggled to read the map in the northern champs. Those who ran the black and brown courses got their monies worth! I don’t believe the courses were too long but the results contradict this. The long leg on these courses had 3 options which ever route you took you would be thinking the others would be better but straight was easily faster but you had to have determination and find the sheep tracks.

In hindsight there was one control I went to today that was really awful to get to and I shouldn’t have used the site. This was the 2nd control on Short Brown and Black. Those who struggled elsewhere won’t believe how lucky they were!

There are many I would like to thank:

1. Ranald the controller for persuading me to change my courses back in 2010 as I started off with very few controls on the moor. Ranald was also very helpful with putting out the controls last year and collecting them back in.

2. Pete Gorvett as Assistant Controller who helped put controls out, collect them in, return controls to DVO and more importantly the placement of controls on the linear features where I was often 20m out or so. Plus mapping Cliff College at the very last minute (first time round)

3. Ian Cooper the mapper – He didn’t realise how much mapping was needed but I kept sending him out to improve the map near my control sites but Big Moor is BIG!

4. Bill Hanley the White & Yellow Planner. Having these courses down at the college took a big weight off my shoulder. Parents do not need to provide feedback whether this is a good idea.

5. Brian Shaw the organiser – who delivered another first class set up despite my insistence on having the start and finish up at Curbar Gap.

6. My control collectors – Aidan & Colin Smith (came off the moor in the dark), Andy Preston, Colin Lynch & Pete Gorvett.

